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Erin Hackenmueller, Adrian Smith and Grace Dugger plant a tree during a Cool Green Trees volunteer tree­

planting event on Dec. 7, in which the group planted 30 trees along the corner of 16th Avenue West and 















important part of our mission is that we come back and do maintenance. We don't just 

leave it there to kind of fend for itself," Smith said. 

Cool Green Trees has been funded with a $3.6 million grant from the U.S. Forest 

Service's Inflation Reduction Act and additional grants from organizations such as tl 

Arbor Day Foundation. 

Hicks said that, as health officer, it's been gratifying to support Cool Green Trees. 

"It's incredibly fulfilling to be part of an initiative tackling environmental inequity 

while combating climate change. It's a unique opportunity to make a tangible 

difference in historically underserved communities and contribute to a healthier, more 

sustainable future," he said. "We have seen people engaged and mobilized to create 

change on a local level. This initiative helps address a core mission to promote a 

healthy lifestyle and a healthy environment." 

The Cool Green Trees initiative periodically has volunteer tree-planting events. The 

next is set for Jan. 25 at 9 a.m. in Wahouma Park on 71st Street North. Those interested 

may register here. 




